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The Powdermit Trugt is a regigiercd charity that Relps conserve wildéife
and safeguords nafiral Eandgeapes. The Trugt Rog mafure regerves of
Powdermill Wood, Crowlisrgt amnd Rotlerfiefd.

Members receive a well-illustrated newsletter twice a year. Thoy are given guided
walks round the reservas, to which they have free access at all times. Free advice
iz given on wildlife mallers.
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Affiliated to BTCV and Sussex Wildiife Trest
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Tresiecs Dearak Bates, Bary Hawkins, Dominic Hicks, Rakh Hobbe, Dwen johnson, David
Poumnrd, Eddy Richardsoe.
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. reproduction by Dominic: Hicks.
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Pubdicity Susan Andreves 01532 654739

Catering and recruibmeant Walana Hawkins (1852 AR21H0
Him, Independent Accountamt  Peter Paimes FCA 01424 772308

Fowdarmil Wood Manager: Derek Bales 01424 425538
Rothesfield Rasare Manager Bamy Hawkins 018592 B52120
Assistant Manager: Peter Mann 01832 BR2313
Crowhurst Resere Managsr Paul Johrson 01424 330308
Recorders Botany: Franees Winch 01424 813033

Treas: Owen lohnsan D1424 426008

Bryephyies: Malcolm MacFariane OLEDE 800125
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Derelf’'s Chat E =
Dear Members,

It was a turmeup for the
backcs T hawve 3 heavy
downfall of snow in early
December. | have always
hedd the belief that i &
prolific crop of holly and
hawthom barmes ooours

in the auturmn then a harsh
winger will ensue. | smiled il -
wily that my prediction — 9™ g it 2 b
came true suddenly and early. - -p;mh'?'w
Lwe it of haba it, you canngt

deny that the snow produced magical scenery and ambient sllence of thick falling
=nowflakes: most blessad of all was the total stoppage of motor traffic noise with cars
reduced o becoming while meunds in people’s driveways. | relished the joy of walking to
my local nature reserve where noctumal animal tracks criss-rossed the pristine Snow
uradultersted by any signs of human intrusion.

In the knee-deep snow it was interesting to note that foxss jump instead of troting and
similarly rabbits take exiradong hops. Here & crow or jay had buried an acom leaving an
imprint of wings when taking flight. By midday, families were out and about discovering
this new world, parents unable To get to work and schools ciosed, some saying it was all
the fault of the councill , delighted children being pulled along on long-stored tnboggans,

This snow-Tall was considered to hawe been the worst

for years, causing all sors of chaos. | smile again

s {looking sympathetic of course), remembenng the severs
S snow of 1947 in south-sast London on the Kent borger
as a small boy, when the Tront door was opened

pa to reveal @ wall of drifted snow almast to the top
B of the door-frame and my Tather spent deys tunnelling
through Lo where he thought the road was,

which was devoid of lamppasts or road-signs

which otherwise might have helped a5 markers.

The arctic conditions parsisted and | will never forget
iy Tather bringing home starved little bodies of
spamows and blueits frozen 1o death.

Such snowy conditions howeaver produce winter
migrant birds and | was amazed o see on the news
that people working on ships and oil-rigs in

the North Sea were feeding flocks of chaffinches.
R Such was the influx in January 2011 of flocks of
4 :; il el W wawings Trom Siberia in profific numbers the
colourtul WAXWING oo tength of Britain, feeding on berried trees
The .n_w;.uu.[[g srarce winber uisiter
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and shrubs in parks, gardens and sppermarket camarks. Flocks could be mistaken for
starlings as they are about the same size,

My bird-table saw a new bird in the snowy weather: a pied wagtail which musl have been
very hungry, causing me to jump in fright as it swooped down inches from my face when |
was pulling out food on the birdtabie, Mormally a bird that pecks about in the lawn and
paths picking up insects, the attraction 1o the bird table was dried mealworms which my
robin relishes. Now the wagiail has become a permanent visitor, competing with the now-
deposed robin. The wagtail during this cold spell roosted in my conservatory during the
night. |t seems that was the first and last of the white stuff this winter and all those berries
kept birds and small mamemaks going.

IT you would like to conjure up a snow-scene at homea, sit back, cloge your eyes and listen
1o Saint-Saens” Carmival of the Anlmals, ‘The Aguarium’, and et your mind do the rest - it's
very realistic. IU's troe! F you don™ bedieve in the power of music, try it

Derak Bates

Moth Watch

| We will be holding two pubiic moth nights in 20141 to observe these wonderful, yet rarely
SEEn INSecs, inthe cormpany of Ralph Hobdes, Chairman of the Powdermill Trust.

Powdermitf Wood
Spm Saturday 7 May, and Sam Sunday 8 May

Meet in e Powdermill Reserve carpark (Grid Ref TQ735144) at each starl Lirme.

Rotherfield natwee regorve
Fpw Satwday 10 Ssptember, and Jam Sunday 17 September

Meet in the Rotherfeid Resane carpark (Grid Ref TQ556291) af cach start time
The Saturday evening sessions will start with the setling up and demonstration of the
Special light ap, in time to withess Lhe first moth amivals at dusk. Then the following
morning there will be a full examination of the night's catch with opportunities for moth
| phatography.

Mon-members, members, friends, and children {accompanied by an adult) are all welcoms,
but sormy dogs and moth-traps dan't mixf There is no need to book, just choose evening or
MOoMming Session, or both. Evening visilors will benefit from branging a torch and
appropriate footwear for walking in woodland. The location of the trap will be ohvious or
| well sign-posted for anyone arving late.

information in advancs or on the night, please contact Ralph Hobbs on 07763 151787,

All records will be published In the Powdermill Trust members' newsletter and also
subimitted to the Sussex Binlogical Records Cantre.

| Raiph Hobbs

Only if there is heavy or persistent rain might the event be cancelled. For further |




for Bumbée Bocs

by now (in March) the huge dark furry bumble bees buzzing around
undergrowth searching for crevices and holes as nest-sites. Thege are the

2 be=s of Bombus fermestris on the lookout for disused mouse nest-holes in dry
Eres=y banks under hedges prefersbly. We are encouraged by every wildlife society to help
bees whersver we can, as they are most important for pollination of fruit trees for example
and for an abundance of wildflower species,

Dig out & small hole in a dry sunny bank or soikheap in a warm well-drained situation and

place a layer of dry twigs or stones in the bottom of the hole and cover with a layer of dry
An inverted 4% - &7 flower-pot with a hole in the base i placed on top of the grass

‘and twigs. The base of the pot should be level with the surmounding soil.

A roofing file or cover is placed over the pot 1o keep the rain out, leaving a gap undemeath

for the baes In acce=s the enirance, and then stand back for the bees to find this ‘des res’.

Nectar-bearing flowers in the garden are essential

Make two or more anpund the garden or field &5 Dadgers will destroy them to gel the nest.

In l=te suturmnn remove the pot 1o see i you heve any finished wax c2lls. Queen bumble

bess hibernate in thick dry grass protected from the wet.

Dergf Bates
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Spot the lizard

Common lizands are about
now, basking in the sunshine
in warm siluatons. You
might be ucky 1o See these
‘splar-powersd” raptiles;
they are wery guick and
dizappear at the slightest
miowerment. s very frust-
rating to have spotted

yiour lizard ba=sking and

have spent fifteen minutes
gradually creeping up on
one Lo have it disappesr like

Ceosplor, LizARD

lightning when a dragon ba,sl-cjnnj ‘m the svashine om on =ld cor
ﬂi&ﬁ.mnrg'it_ The tﬂgﬁ.ﬁx ‘{-‘_jria- Al Crowborst dolure Beserve
i to have closefocus The rubber absorbs the suns heal
binoculars, or wait patiently ideal fer n*.-':."rl-:m:hj a lizardy mabitidey .

i .
for it to retum.

Should vou get lucky and catch ana, usualhy
=ew 0N @ cool day when it is slower, do not hold

S8 it by the tail which may come off. This Is its
‘it escape mechanism. | expect many a cat
*ii has been surprised at bosing its catch.

It will evenitually Brow & new tail.
Dersk Bates
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Annnal open day

| Sunday 315t fuly, 10am - 4pm.

] Come and enjoy the meadow flowers at their peak, and leam how to (dentify them.
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Arosud Sugsex...

As part of an occdsionsl series, we are showcasing small nature reserves around East
Sussex which are managed by volunteers, on princioles simifar to the Powdarmil Trust's.

Chsarch Wood, Ninfiadd

In 1995, a smali Ancient Woodiand west of the parish church was acquired by Minfield
Parish Council, and a group of villagers stepped forward to look after it, The Wadnesday
Volunteers, a local group of the British Trust for Consanvation Volunteers which | continue
T2 lead, was called in to help.

Church Wood is traversed by a public footpath, parts of which were 8 guagmine, bordered
by broad bare tracts as visiors tried to hypass the mud and their fooialls killed the
Bluebeils and Wood Anemones, Improving the path was dearly a pricry. As most of the
trees in the wood were overstood coppice stools which would benefit from cuthing, we
decided to crop the chestnut and bridge the swamp with an eleveted boardwalk.
Naturalised chesinut timber varies in quality {canny imber-merchants used to walt for rain
before buying & standing crop: If the water made straight runnels down the young bark, the
tmber was straight-grained and waluahle; i they spiralled, & was twisly and tough),
Forfunataly, the chestnut in Church Wood is first-rates easily cleft into straight, srmooth
lengths. We made one 12-metre handrail oul of the hahlves af a single Emetre long hog.

Working In such wet ground hag its pitfalls. Lay a tool on the ground and it will sink,
millimetre by milimetre, After one day's work our crowbar was nowhere Lo be found:
Tortuitously, one of our volunteers owned a metal detector, which he brought on our next
visiL. Where he found a strong signal, we dug: and there, a spit's deapth in swamg, was aur
crowiar,

Chestnut i3 one of the most durable of wild-growing timbers, but much of our origina|
palhwark has now in the natural course of things had to be remewed by the County
Ceuncil, who use standard tznalised softwood. (After all, felling & pine tres in Estonia with
& giant machine, shipping it to Britain, then transporting it by road to 2 factory where it is
pressure-Treated with poisonouws chemicals, then transporting it again to the Council depet,
and then transporting it into the wood, 21l by machine, is much more suztainabla, isn't it7)

Lots of animals which have already gone extinct in Britain used to impact dramalically on
the local ecology. Wild efephants will have knocked the trees down, COppicing them just
like volunteers do today. Giant wild cattle (Aurochs] wilt have grazed young trees and
brambles, kesping some areas as grassland. Cave Rons will have preved on the cattle (and
the odd passing human, presumably), praventing over-population. And, in wet piaces like
Chureh Wood, beavers will have coppiced the vounger trees and dammed the stream o
Miaka ponds.

Today, voluntears fill all thesa roles {except Tor getling eaten by the llons). AL Church Wood,
where the villagers still waork an Wednesdays, two ponds have now been made, and thers
is a circular trail, a picnic site, and several s=ats whore you can sit and watch the
wioodiand wildlife,

Chwen Johirson
[ Church Waod is at the bethom of the steep foatpath from the parish church at TQ704123. |
&
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News from the Regerveg
Rotherfieéd

A remn/ winter activifies

We started our annual meadow mowing eardier in September by cutting our neighbour's
grass at The Glen’ {in relurn for the usual donation). The ground was reasonably dry arnd
this made the normally strenuous task somewhat easier.

On October 17 Jean Hicks and family came to the reserve to formally open the newly-laid
100-metra-long Fittleworth Stone path from the main entrancs to the landz=hip’, The path is
dedicated to the memory of John Hicks, one of the founding fathers and leading lights of
e Powdermill Trust, A small ceremony was held to commemorate this event. This
improvemeant has been & boon through the winter

On this same day meadow mowing commenced on the central meadow and adjacent
areas. As the conditions were still good, great progress was made. The final cut was in
Movember when mast of the devils-bit scabious seeds had fallen. Approximately two acres
of vegetation were cut and removed to avoid overfertilising the pround and to reduce
grass growth and encourage maore wild flowers,

The annual valunteers' Chnstmas Lunch was held at the King's Arms and was sttended by
20 members and guasts.

Winter worl partisg

New fencing was erected between the main entrance gate and the roadside hedge. For the
Fecond year running. the roadside hedge was cut by 3 local contractor, Saving us a lot of
strenuous work under hamardous conditions. The inside was then cut and brambles
cleared to complete the job.

Over the Christmas period. a deer became trapped by its antlers in the rope barrier around
the pond. Unfortunalaly unable to free itself, it died a5 a consequence. It was found partly
eaten by fowes and was subscequently buried nearby. (Al the rope has now besn removed.)

Coppicing of the larger trees in the hedgerow of the upper meadow and woodliand
Doundary was completed to enable to smaller hazels afe. to grow 10 8 suitable size for
nedgelaying in the future. The remainoer of the very [arge laurals on the western boundEry
ware felled, cut up and stacked, to form habitats for various crestures. Native tress (ash,
Oak efr.) were then planted in this area. Other aress of the reserve were also planted with
hazel, yew, holly, hawthom, ete, Two very large wild cherry trees were uprocted by the wind
near the bottomn bridge and one, which had fallen 2cmss two paths, was cut up. Also, &
lzrge cak which had fallen two years ag0 was cut through 1o re-open the path.

Fencing on the Grub Reed boundary was re-erected after the arigingl posts had rotbed
through. Ferns and tussock grass were also redocated to open up the areas in which ey
were growing. Pathdevelling and ditch-clearance were also camied out as part of the
NeCEEEary ongoing maintenanca.

.



Flora and fasuna

This year the spring flowers seem to be more abundant. Whether this ks due to 4 IThare:
traditional wirter or not, | do not know. However, the primroges have increased in number
and look like bright jewels among the leafitter. The wild daffodils which were planted
about 12 years ago have multiplied from 80 bulbs o well over a thousand and ame
Spreading quite & distance from their ariginal location. Onoce again, the early purpie crehids
have increased in number from around 38 lzst year to arownd 40 this vear. Five YEErE Ao
we oy had around nine plants, Wood anemones, mitkmaids (lady's smock) and other
spring flowers are also looking very good, The blacktham ard cherry trees are beginning to
Dloszom and the leaves are bursting forth on the trees and shrubs. Spring is here at last

The blusbedls should pat on a Spectacular display this vear and some arp already ir bloom
in earty April. They should be at their best from mid-April to mid-May. They are Crartginy
worth seeing. Common spotted orchids are also Showing signs of growth in many areas of
e reserve. Yellow rattle has been sown in the Eress anund the carpark 1o disoouy rage
grass vigour.

Apart from the birds we expect ta find on the resene, we have becn visited by a woodcoek,
which has been seen on a few occasions. Nuthatches are Onee 3gain nesting in the Centre
Oak, in a different hole this fime, and mayte mone species will take up residencs in the
usual places.

Deer are incressing In numbers and are usually seen on most visits to the reserve, Much
damage is Deing done to trees and new growth on coppiced stools, Rabbits, fomes, badgers
ete. still visit and something has carried out 8 massive excavation inside the old encrusted
o0&k in the north-east comer. Frog-spawn has turned into tadpoles in the ofd pond and,
hopefully, will develop into frogs.

Sumpmaor tashs

Most of the major tasks have been completed. However, there is still fencing to
repair/replace; paths to maintsin; steps to iy; the ‘quarry” bank to clear fallen trees B
deal with and any other taskes that require our attention.

If anyone would like to spend an bour or twa in the company of a lively bunch of people in
besautiful surroundings, then please come along to one of our workparties, rarmally on the
first Tuesday and third Sunday of each month, 10am 1o around 3.30. You will be made
VEry weltome. .

Alsc, don't forgst that members have access to the Powdermill Trust's reserves at 2l times
and these are certainly worth 2 visit in EVErY season 1o soe the best that nature can offer.
Wity not take a Nask of coffee and a sandwich and sit under the Centre Qak to take in the
views? There are chairs in the Bothy to use. (Flease replace after use.) Please be careful
on the sloping paths as they can be slippery, particulary after rmin,

Barry Hawkins

Heszerve Manager
6™ April 20711



Powdermifé Wood

In the esstern area, the glade on the north track was thoroughly cleared of bracken and
bramble which has somewhat shaded out the ground flora. The devils-bit scabious
bemefitted from this clearancs with slightly increased numbers in Sepiember. The brambie
and grass verge to the path across the dam was strimmed twice to encourage foral
divarsity. Where the tall trees were coppiced along the south track, leaf-litter and timber
was clearad to enhance the regenerating Mora. Some planting of devils-bit scabious and
primroses was camed out. New wire mesh was fived to the surface of the boardwalk, and
leaning trees above it were cut down. & eavy chestnut past-and-rail guardrail was erected
as a safely barrier over the cubvert on the south track.

In the westem arag, the glade was cleared of bramble and over-shading vegetation, which
has resulted in & much-improved fiora. The march marigold howsver is still being nibbled
by rabbits, reducing its rate of ncrease. various trees hed fallen across the paths and
these were cut up.

WHERE TOo SES TrE STUNMING InSPosy oF
papsH  MARISSLDS MR APRSIL Sy
EITHER SiDE ©F THE Boamwialk AT
PowDEanliLL WooD MATUAE REIEARVE
BATTLE | (Map w car park )

My gratitude is extended to the conservation wvolunteers for their much-valued work.

Deref Bales
RFeserve Managor 40



Blucbolls — obgerve the difference

THOLISH BLUERFLL SEAMNISH BUUERFLL
Enaj.«mfan nm-:.‘r:ri}::-:‘m Enﬂj?—mr;:ln ;Eu:-.;,m.-;r.r':::ﬂ

The English woodiand is famed the word over for its bluebell woods, The wild biushed]
ocours in Scotfand where it & called the biue hyacinth (the “bluebell” here refers to Bhe
harebell, Campanula rotundifolia). The other blushell is an infroduction called the Spanish
Dluebedl, Endymion hispanicus, which is now 2 frequent garden flower. The Trusts
Powdermill Wood nature reserve has the native bluebell in the surrounding woodland, and
within haif a mite it & exclusivaly the Spanish blusball in the Frounds of the famous Eattle
Abbey where it is now naturalised. (Incidentally here may be found colonies of the 'Scottish
bluebell’. the harebell, growing in and on top of the ancient stone walls.)

The =pecies hybridise easity and hybrid offspring are now appearing everywhere, MMEANINE
that there is a risk that ‘pure-bred” native bluebells will in time be lost as 8 species.

Visit the Rotherfield nature reserve in May (around the 81) and experience the wondrous
sight and drink in the heady scent of the English biveballs; ook out for the occasional
'wihitebell' hare.

Derek Bates



Evantsg, Ssmpmer 20171

Maintaining and where pogsiblie enhancing the ecology of owr nature reserves is the heart
of the Powdermil Trust's activities. AL cach of our work parties there are things going or
which are sultable for volunieers of all ages and abilities (though under 168 must be
accompanied by & responsible adult). So please don't be put off by the fear that the work
will be oo demanding for you, or will require too much existing expertise, or that you
cannot make a regular commitmenl Even the odd hour each year will help the Trust o
fultil fts commitments, snd vou will be led by expert consenationists and taught any shills
vou don't already fave.

Work parties mun from 10am to 3pm. Please bring suitable footwear, work-gloves, &
packed lunch and something to drink. Tools are all provided. The reserve managers will he
abie to answer BNy quianes Yo iEver

Powdermdé€ Wood Dersk Bates (01424 425538)
RotffRerfietd Regerve Barry Hawkins (01892 852120)
Crowhiserst Regerve Paul Johnson (01424 830304)

AMay Tuesday 3~ Rotherfield work-pary.
Saturday T Moth trapping night, Powdermill Wood.
Sunday 5= Dpening the moth trap, Powdarmill Wood.
Sunday 15 Rotherfiald work-party.

Jene Tuesday Tt Rotherfield work-party
Sunday 197 Rotherfield work-party.
Judy Tuesday 5t Rotherfiekd work-party.

Sunday 17® Rotherield work-pary.
Sunday 312 Rotherfield reserve open day.

Asugiest Tuasday 20 Rotherfield work-party.
Sunday 21= Rotherfield work-party.
Septemfier  Tuesday 6t Rotherfield work-party.
Saturday 10™ Math trapping night, Rotharfield.
Sunday 11" Opening the moth trap, Rothemield.
Sunday 18% RotheMield work-party.
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Mullein Moth caterpillars can ba found an Graat Mubsin in May and June. Their exposed posilion and bright

markings remind birds fhey do nol make 2 sty meal! Ralph Hobbs



